
 
 

 

 

School Website: www.sbcschools.org.uk/whitehouse 

7th September 2012 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to the new academic year and a very warm welcome to those who are joining the school for the 

first time. I hope that you all had an enjoyable summer holiday. The children are obviously pleased to be back at 

school, looking very smart and sharing all their news! 

For those who are new to our school, I aim to send out a newsletter in the first week of every term with the 

school calendar and then another just before the end of each half-term. So please look out for these in the 

children’s book bags. 

Our new starters into Lower Foundation Stage and Upper Foundation Stage are gaining in confidence every day 

and settling in well to the routines of the classroom but best of all, making new friends. 

Our Y6 children help the younger children around our school by being a ‘Buddy’ so you may hear your children talk 

about their ‘Buddy’ when they come home. Just a reminder that if you do come through the FS outdoor play area 

during the school day please remember to close the gate for the safety and security of all our children. 

 

New Staff 

We welcome two new teachers to our staff this term, Miss Wilkinson is teaching class 4 and Miss Jackson is 

teaching class 10. Mr Davis has changed his role from a Teaching Assistant to a GTTP student teacher and we 

also welcome Mr Doyle as a GTTP student teacher. 

 

Home/School Contact 

The children have a blue or white home/school contact book to help with informal communication between school 

and home if you don’t have the opportunity to speak directly to the class teacher. If your child has any 

medical/dental appointments, the school office must be notified and an appointment card shown to staff for 

photocopying. Should your child be absent from school then parents must inform the office by telephone, every 

day by 10.00 a.m., and follow this up with a letter when your child returns. If your child is absent and the school 

office has not been informed then parents will be contacted on the first day of absence. I know that we can all 

sometimes be delayed on the way into school but if your child is late please escort them into school and let the 

school office staff know. 

 

Safeguarding 

As part of our safeguarding procedures each child will receive a new photograph/transport to and from school 

sheet for you to complete and return to school by Tuesday 11th September 2012. 

 

Parking 

Parking passes for access to the school car park are available at the school office for anyone whose child has 

mobility difficulties. There is no other access to the car park for parents/carers except to collect children 

from after-school clubs, Tea Time Club and Breakfast club. Our school buses need clear access to the school car 

park. The manager at Sainsburys supermarket has given permission for parents to use their car park and then 

walk the children to school. There is also parking available behind the Elmtree Shops to ‘Park and Stride’. It only 

takes a few minutes to walk from either of these parking areas and helps towards the reduction of traffic, the 

consideration towards the school’s neighbours and the safety of all our children. 

 

School Travel Plan 

The school has a travel plan working party which reviews the ways that children come to school. The working 

party is made up of representatives from the school, Local Authority, parents and the local community. The 

working party will meet at the school for approximately an hour. If you would like to be involved as a parent 

representative please contact Mr Logan, Assistant Head Teacher, for further information. 

 

 

http://www.sbcschools.org.uk/whitehouse


School Development 

Through the summer we have had building work in school. The Key Stage 2 craft area and cloakroom have been 

refurbished and looks modern and clean. We have had the boilers replaced in the Hydrotherapy pool plant room 

and new windows to parts of the school. We are fortunate that our school is a lovely environment and we 

endeavour to keep it well maintained for now and in the future. 

 

Parent Support Adviser 

Our Parent Support Adviser is Mrs Green. She is in school all day Monday and Friday morning to chat to parents. 

She is very knowledgeable about the range of services available to parents in Stockton and is willing to answer 

any enquiries and find information for you that will help in supporting your child at school. Her contact number is 

07825931210 or email at kathryngreen@sbcschools.org.uk. 

 

School Dinners/Packed Lunches 

Mrs Denham, our school cook and her team provide some excellent school dinners with a great choice of healthy 

options to meet the needs of all children. She is always willing to meet with a parent to discuss any particular 

dietary requirements. As Mrs Denham plans all the menus in advance it can be problematic when a child suddenly 

changes from packed lunches to school dinners and vice versa. Therefore children may only change at the end of 

a half-term.  If you think you may be entitled to free school meals for your children please contact the helpline 

on tel. 526606.  All applications are confidential and children receiving free school meals are not specifically 

identified when going in for a dinner. 

Just a reminder that chocolate is only allowed in packed lunches for those children who have specific dietary 

requirements and Mrs Holliday is aware of the needs of those children. 

 

Named Belongings 

Thank you if you have spent some of your summer sewing name tags into uniform and belongings. This means that 

your child’s clothing is less likely to be on the lost property pile at the end of term. It is easier to reunite 

children and their belongings if they have their names on. 

 

School Calendar 

With this letter you will find a school calendar with all the events planned for the next term. For some events 

and after-school clubs, additional letters will be sent out to the pupils concerned giving further information. 

Although dates are correct at this time sometimes things change so please look out for letters coming home ( I 

know it’s sometimes more difficult with the older children!) please check their book bags. 

 

Along with the staff, governors, children and parents I look forward to another term filled with happy school 

events and good educational opportunities for all the children. Thank you for your continued support of our 

school and your children in school. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mrs S Randle 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

‘Whitehouse is a good school where pupils achieve well and overall their outcomes are outstanding. Excellent 

attention is given to all aspects of care, guidance and support’ – Ofsted 2011 
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